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SOLEMNITY 
OF THE 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Immaculate Conception Parish 

Sesquicentennial Opening Liturgy 
Parroquia Inmaculada Concepción 

Liturgia de Apertura  
 

Presider 
Rev. Nils de Jesús Hernández de la Llana 

Main Concelebrant & Homilist 
Rev. Msgr. Russell E. Bleich 

Main Concelebrant 
Rev. Kenneth E. Kuntz, Pastor of St. Mary Parish, Iowa City 

Deacon of Word & Sacrament 
Rev. Mr. Jerry Pettit 

Concelebrant Priests 
Former Pastors, Sons of Immaculate Conception Parish, 

and invited guest priests 
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PRELUDE 
 

ORDER OF MASS 
GENERAL GREETINGS 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
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WE ACKNOWLEDGE OUR HUMBLE BEGINNING 
In 1858, Father William Emonds, pastor of St. Mary Parish in Iowa City, organized a parish in 

Cedar Rapids.  A modest frame church, 24 x 50 feet, was erected by the faithful at Third Avenue 
and Seventh Street.  St. Mary’s current pastor, Father Ken Kuntz, represented his parish by at-

tending our opening liturgy celebration today 8 December 2007. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESQUICENTENNIAL MISSION STATEMENT 
We, as a parish community, declare: 

We remember with grateful hearts what God has done for us; what we have done for each 
other and what we have tried to do for the larger Church, as well as being disciples to the 

world.  We celebrate who we are today so as to increase our vitality, the life of Christ  within 
us.  We recommit to our future full of hope for the path God will have for us.  This celebration 

expresses both our thanks as we have walked with God for these past 150 years and our faith as 
we look to the future. 
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ACKOWLEDGEMENTS 
We are grateful to all those who made this celebration possible, especially the many volunteers 
and the Staff of Immaculate Conception Parish who dedicated themselves to making it a beauti-
ful experience.  We thank Maria Garcia and Judy Thurm for making the banners.  May the Lord 

who unites us around his altar bless us and enrich our lives. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

STEERING COMMITTEE 
LITURGY COMMITTEE 

 
 

WE PRESENT TO YOU: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Oldest Parishioner 
Imelda Geraghty 

21 September 1909 

The Newest Parishioner 
Baby, Daniela Martínez 

Presented to the parish on  
25 November 2007 
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GREETING 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 
 

PROCLAMATION BY 
Rev. Nils de Jesús Hernández 
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PENITENTIAL RITE 
 

Lord Jesus, you protected Mary from sin.  Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you sanctified Mary in your presence.  Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you presented Mary to your church.  Lord, have mercy. 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
A reading from the Book of Genesis              Gen 3:9-15, 20 
 
After the man, Adam, had eaten of the tree, the Lord God called to the man and asked 
him, “Where are you?”  He answered, “I heard you in the garden; but I was afraid, be-
cause I was naked, so I hid myself.”  Then he asked, “Who told you that you were na-
ked?  You have eaten, then, from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat!”  The 
man replied, “The woman whom you put here with me—she gave me fruit from the 
tree, and so I ate it.”  The Lord God then asked the woman, “Why did you do such a 
thing?”  The woman answered, “The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it.” 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Text: Salve, Regina, mater misericordia; c.1080; tr. Roman Hymnal, 1884; st. 2-3 adapt. by M. 
Owen Lee, CSB, b.1930. Tune: SALVE REGINA COELITUM, 8 4 8 4 777 4 5; Choralmelo-
dien zum Heiligen Gesänge, 1808; harm. by Healey Willan, 1880-1968. 
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COMMUNION SONGS 
 

K. Nebesum Dnes Zalet Pisni 
by Sue Sample Caci 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ave Maria 
Instrumental by Sr. Nina Shephard, FSPA 

 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

PRESENTATION OF PLAQUE TO OUR MOTHER PARISH 
Rev. Kenneth E. Kuntz 

Pastor of St. Mary Catholic Parish 
Iowa City 

 
 

CIVIC PROCLAMATION 
By the Honorable Kathleen Halloran 

 
 

SOLEMN BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
 

Musical selections have been reproduced with one time use permission from OCP and from GIA reprinted under 
OneLicense.net (#S905274). Electronic reproduction from hymnprint.net & printandpraise.org. 
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Then the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you shall be 
banned from all the animals and from all the wild creatures;  on your belly shall you 
crawl, and dirt shall you eat all the days of your life.  I will put enmity between you and 
the woman and between your offspring and hers; he will strike at your head, while you 
strike at his heel.” 
 
The man called his wife Eve, because she became the mother of all the living. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM              Psalm 98 
 
CHOIR:  Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done wonderful deeds.  R/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Sing to the Lord a new song, 
 For he has done wondrous deeds; 
 His right hand has won the vict’ry for him, 
 His holy arm.  R/ 
 
 The Lord has made his salvation known, 
 His justice revealed to all. 
 Remembered his kindness and faithfulness 
 To Israel.  R/ 
 
 All of the ends of earth 
 Have seen salvation by our God. 
 Joyfully sing out all you lands, 
 Break forth in song.  R/ 
 Text: Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; David Haas, Marty Haugen Music: David 

Haas, Marty Haugen; refrain adapt. by Diana Kodner © 1983, 1994, GIA 
Publications, Inc. Used with permission.  
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A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians        Eph 1: 3-6 
 
Brothers and sisters:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as he chose us in him, 
before the foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish before him.  In love 
he destined us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, in accord with the favor of 
his will, for the praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved. 
 
In him we were also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the One who accom-
plishes all things according to the intention of his will, so that we might exist for the 
praise of his glory, we who first hoped in Christ. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Mass of Creation 

 
CHOIR: Hail Mary full of grace, The Lord is with Thee.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, praise the word of Truth and Life. 
Blessed are you, Blessed are you, Among women. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, praise the word of Truth and Life. 

 
 

GOSPEL 
           
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke       Lk 1:26-38 
 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was 
Mary.   
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COMMUNION RITE 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SIGN OF PEACE 

 
LAMB OF GOD  
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

AMEN 
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And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of  grace!  The Lord is with you.”  But she was 
greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  
Then the angel said to her,” Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.  
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High and the Lord God will give 
him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 
But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?”  
And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High, will overshadow you.  Therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy, the Son of God.  And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in 
her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will 
be impossible for God.” 
 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to me according to 
your word.”  Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

HOMILY 
Msgr. Russsell M. Bleich 
Parochial Administrator 

 
 

CREED 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
These prayers of the faithful try to represent the different cultures present today in our parish community.  
Yes, we honor those who have gone before us as we have been blessed to have so many different cultures 

present since the early beginnings of our parish community of Immaculate Conception. 
 

Presider: We offer our prayers in union with Mary, Mother of God and mother of the 
church, in grateful imitation of her faithfulness and trust we pray. 
 
English: For our holy mother, the church, that she continue to guide Christians toward 
salvation, and be a source of strength to all people who are in need, let us pray to the 
Lord.  Lord hear our prayer.  
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Spanish: For Pope Benedict XVI, Archbishop Jerome Hanus, all priests, deacons and 
religious, especially those who have served this parish so well for the last 150 years, let 
us pray to the Lord.  Lord hear our prayer.  
 
Vietnamese: For rulers of nations, elected officials and civic leaders, for commitment to 
lift up the lowly and fill the hungry with good things.  We pray for our government lead-
ers of the City of Cedar Rapids, may they be guided by the Spirit of God and wisdom, 
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord hear our prayer.  
 
German: For St. Mary Catholic Parish in Iowa City, for in 1858 their pastor, Father 
William Emonds, came to Cedar Rapids and organized a modest church.  We now cele-
brate 150 years of Immaculate Conception Parish as the Mother Church of Cedar Rap-
ids, may the Lord continue to bless our parish community for many more years, let us 
pray to the Lord.  Lord hear our prayer.  
 
Zwahili: For the sick and suffering of the parish, especially… and all those who are 
hospitalized, in care centers or homebound, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord hear our 
prayer. 
 
English: For those who have died over the past 150 years, especially … whose anniver-
saries of death are this weekend, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord hear our prayer.  
 
Presider: Heavenly Father, mold us in the likeness of Immaculate Mary.  May our 
prayers bear fruit and magnify your name through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
As good stewards of what God has given us a parish community of faith, we present our gifts of tal-
ent, treasure and time.  The preparation of this liturgy has taken a lot of efforts from many volunteers 
who have dedicated their time, talents and treasure.  Hence, we present all that we have to Our Good 
Lord who has blessed us for the last 150 years.  We offer three artifacts that represent our past his-
tory of our school, worship and our community.  These gifts we offer with the bread and wine and 
the collection so that God may be pleased with our sacrifices as one church throughout the world.  
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Text: David Haas, b.1957, Spanish translation by Donna Peña, b.1955 Tune: NO KE 
ANOÕ AHI AHI, Irregular, Hawaiian traditional, arr. by David Haas, b.1957 © 1989, 
GIA Publications, Inc. Used with permission. 


